SWEEPING PLAZA DECK JOINTS
» UNDER THE RUG

The hidden pitfalls of “buried band-aid” joint sealing solutions

Before
This image shows leaking joints on a plaza deck, prior to treat-

ment with EMSEALs MIGUTAN joint sealing technology. MIGUTAN Components
This photo shows the MIGUTAN system compo-

nents retainer legs installed onto structural slab, side
flashing sheets and movement gland before installa-
tion of stainless steel retaining caps and before inte-
gration into the deck waterproofing membrane.

LAZA DECK, OR WATERPROOFED SPLIT-SLAB, JOINT SEALING IS SERIOUS BUSINESS.
Usually over occupied space, plaza decks are actually heavy duty roofs. Until the emergence
of a watertight, purpose-designed system about 20 years ago, designers were left with the inef-
fective option of a buried looped membrane, "band-aid" approach to addressing these critical
joints.
Buried-membrane options offered today are nothing more than a throwback to band-aid
solutions for plaza and roof deck joint sealing. These out-dated solutions in no way respect an
owner’s desire for durability nor do they honor the reputation of designers who research, engineer, detail
and specify solutions in the long-term interest of building owners.

Purpose-designed, watertight, plaza, roof deck, and roadway joint systems do exist. Specifically engi-
neered to address the shortcomings of buried, sheet-membrane joint treatments that pre-date it by decades
these systems are all descendant of a product called MIGUTAN by EMSEAL.

Specification of the MIGUTAN system results in attention to detail and quality assurance appropriate
to the objective of achieving watertightness in this critical application. It is precisely this lack of attention
on many projects that causes joints to leak prematurely and result in exorbitant costs of inspection, inves-
tigation, repair and replacement of buried systems. These direct costs are compounded by the costs of dis-
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2. éémpbsition '
3. Track Record

DESIGN PHILOSOPHY AND PRINCIPLE OF
OPERATION:

Buried Band-Aid Approach vs. Static Membrane
Integration with Positively-Anchored, Purpose-
Designed, Repair-Accessible, Movement Gland

Plaza and roof deck waterproofing involves a
waterproofing membrane applied to a structural deck.
These components are covered with some sort of top-
ping. The topping is porous by design and allows

system to have a static integration with the deck
waterproofing membrane. In addition, the specified
design recognizes the need to have a purpose-
designed, heavy-duty gland to accommodate move-
ment at the joint that is integrated with the deck-
waterproofing tie-in but that is accessible for repair, if
necessary, without disruption of the topping system.

Buried Membrane Design Philosophy—The
design philosophy that characterizes the “buried, band-
aid” approach involves placing a strip of reinforced
membrane over joints and adhering it to the deck or to
the waterproofing deck membrane. The problem with
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